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EDUCATION IS THE DOOR TO OPPORTUNITY

From BWS to Boeing—and Beyond

Boys who once filled our earliest classroom
in the basement of St. Philip the Evangelist
Episcopal Church are now completing their final
semester of college. Jordan Dunston and Biankan
Garner-de Kouadio, members of the Bishop
Walker School Class of 2016, recently returned

to campus to connect with current scholars —
offering a powerful glimpse of where the Bishop
Walker journey can lead.

Jordan will graduate from Morehouse College
this May. During his visit, he spoke with students
and members of our governing board about his

Jordan Dunston
Morehouse College class of 2026
Bishop Walker School class of 2016

journey since BWS and the opportunities that
have shaped his path. He is currently completing
an internship with Boeing as he works toward a
career in engineering.

Biankan will graduate from Alabama A&M
University with a degree in botany and plant
science. He plans to pursue a career in landscape
design, creating sustainable and thoughtfully
designed outdoor environments. His passion
for the natural world took root early through
BWS’s partnership with the Perennial Garden
Club, which helped create a living classroom on
campus. There, students planted vegetables,
learned to compost, and explored lessons
outdoors—building a hands-on connection to
nature that continues to grow in BWS learning
spaces today.

Together, Jordan and
Biankan reflect the
lasting impact of a
Bishop Walker edu-
cation. Experiences in
programs like art and
Urban Ecology don’t
end at graduation—
they help shape
futures. We couldn’t
be prouder of all
they’ve accomplished, and we look forward to
seeing where their journeys lead next.
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BWS alumnus Biankan Garner-de Kouadio ‘16, now a senior
at Alabama A&M University, returned to address guests at this
year’s Annual Dinner.
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2026 ANNUAL DINNER
AN EVENING OF LEGACY AND PROMISE
Honoring the past and looking toward the next century

R. ANGELINA ARRINGTON OPENED THE EVENING
with a reflection on growth at Bishop Walker School. “Our little
community is its own garden, she told guests, and something beautiful has

bloomed as a result of our efforts, our patience, and our teamwork.”

She then shared a milestone many years in the making: This year—May
2026—for the first time in the history of Bishop Walker School, some of
our young men will graduate from college. It was a moment of profound

institutional pride.

“We are an institution that walks alongside our young men all the way to their

post-high school lives, she said. It is what all of us together made possible.”

She also pointed to the community behind that work—including the donors
and partners whose sustained investment supports both academic and
experiential learning at BWS. The school remains distinctive in its model of
access, providing up to 96 full scholarships each year.

Introducing the Keynote

That milestone was reflected on stage.
Biankan Garner-de Kouadio, Bishop
Walker School Class of 2016—one of the
school’s first alumni to graduate from
college—introduced the evening’s keynote
speaker, Kenneth B. Morris, Jr.

Now studying environmental science at
Alabama A&M University, Biankan’s pres-
ence underscored the long-term impact of
a Bishop Walker education, shaped in part
by partners such as the Perennial Garden
Club.

Keynote address

Kenneth B. Morris, Jr.—descendant

of Frederick Douglass and Booker T.
Washington and leader of the Frederick
Douglass Family Initiatives—spoke about
education as a force for freedom and
generational change.

Save the date for next year!
Thursday, March 4, 2027

Kenneth B. Morris, Jr.

“Education is the pathway to freedom, he
said. /t is where freedom first takes root.”

He emphasized that legacy is not
passively inherited but actively carried
forward, and connected that idea to

the mission of Bishop Walker School:
“Education changes a life—but it also
changes a lineage.” He praised the
school’s work as “disciplined, intentional,
and transformative,” and challenged the

community to look ahead as it approaches

its centennial: What will the next 100
years require—and who will shape them?

Honoring the Thornes

The evening also included a recognition of
John and Sara Thorne for their longstand-

ing commitment to BWS marked by the
establishment of the Thorne Fund for
Professional Excellence.

EVENTS

Dr. Angelina Arrington

Special Moments

The dinner was blessed by Bishop Budde,
and guests enjoyed a special appear-
ance by Bill Nye, science educator and
television personality.

A meaningful reflection came from
Perennial Garden Club member Penny
Morrill. Watching Biankan take the stage,
she recalled the gardens and outdoor
classrooms the Club helped establish at
BWS. “I thought about the carrots and
radishes, the native plant garden, the
Sprouts and their projects,” she said. “So
many special teaching moments that have
borne fruit in this wonderful young man.”

Her words captured the spirit of the eve-
ning: the lasting impact of sustained care,
investment, and belief in what students
can become.

John and Sara Thorne



Grand Prize,

Greater Purpose
BWS Wins SEED Tank Competition

t all started with too much
lettuce.

lin 2024, Ms. Bogle’s 5th grade Urban
Ecology class planted enthusiastically—
and the lettuce thrived. But harvest
coincided with winter break, and much
of it went to waste.

In Ms. Bogle’s classroom, moments like
that become part of the lesson. Students
don’t just grow food—they also learn

to process and prepare it, connecting
science to everyday life. Through plant-
ing, harvesting, cooking, and sharing
food, they explore how living systems
work together, applying concepts from
ecology, biology, chemistry, and physics
in hands-on ways. The goal is not only to
understand how food grows, but how it
can be used well.

That experience with the unused lettuce
raised a new question in the class: what
if their work could help someone beyond
the classroom?

While exploring ideas, Ms. Bogle discov-
ered the Green Our Planet SEED Tank
Competition, which challenges students
to develop solutions to real-world
sustainability problems.

At the same time, a firefighter—and
parent of a student—visited the class
and introduced his nonprofit, Food on
the Stove, and its EMS (Eat More Salad)
program. He explained that firefighters
often rely on inexpensive, processed
meals while on shift—and face high rates
of heart disease.

The connection was immediate.

Students got to work—growing, har-
vesting, and delivering fresh produce
to a local fire station. They named
their project “Lettuce Help.”

THEY WON!

BWS earned the grand prize

among 39 schools nationwide—

many of them middle and high
schoolers. The $5,000 award will
support and expand the project, turning
an early setback into a lasting tradition
of service. Through it all, students deep-
ened their scientific understanding,
practiced environmental stewardship,
and embodied Bishop Walker School’s
values as knowledgeable, generous
servant leaders.

Celebrating
Black

Innovators
in Science

n February, students celebrated Black

History Month with a hands-on Science
and Engineering Day. Dressed as pioneer-
ing Black scientists and engineers, they
rotated through interactive experiments—
building and testing projects, exploring
chemical reactions, and investigating solids,
liquids, and gases—while learning about the
innovators who have shaped science and
technology.
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Students observe an acid-base reaction firsthand as they
explore how simple ingredients can create surprising
chemical changes.

Students wear white lab coats and name
:—/ tags honoring Black scientists and
engineers as they explore science
through hands-on
learning.
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Bishop Walker School students were
excited to explore new books and
deepen their love of reading at
the school’s first-ever Scholastic
Book Fair. From engaging
picture books to captivating
chapter books, every student 4
found something that sparked FonniEsT
their imagination.

A special thank-you to Kecia
Troy, President of the Parent
Association; Dr. Joyice Robinson-
Myers, Library Literary Specialist;
The Marquardt Library Fund; and
the dedicated parent volunteers
who brought this vibrant event to
life on campus.

For more pictures like these, and to read more stories about the Bishop
Walker School and its programs, please visit www.bishopwalkerschool.org
or follow us on Facebook and Instagram o @



